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Mortuus Chriſtus ſed in morte mors 
Mortua, quia Vita Mortua occidit 
Mortem : Plenitudo Vitae deglutivit 
Mortem : Abſoryta eſt Mors in 
Chriſti Corpore. Auguſtin, in Joan, 
Mors non Vitam rapit, ſed reformat. Pradentius, 
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1 Co R. XV. 55, 363 57. | x : | 
O Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, 
wheres thy Victory? The Sting of 
Death 1s Sin, and the Strength of 
Sin is the Law : But thanks be to 
God which giveth us the Victory 
rbrough our Lord Jeſus Chrift 


HE Infihitely . wiſe God, at 
whoſe Diſpoſal all Perſons are, 
has been pleaſed to take from 

tis Society a Member of long 

Standing and Uſefulneſs. This mournful 

Providence I am deſired by his ſurviving 
Relatives to improve; for which Purpoſe 
I have made choice of theſe Words. 


In this Chapter the Apoſtle largely 
treats of the Reſurrection of the Dead, and 
fully proves it by many irrefragable Argue 
ments. This Doctrine cannot be diſputed 
whatever Difficulties may ſeem to attend 

it, without giving up the whole Chriſtian 
W Religion; 


4 The Believer's Triumph over Death. 
3 = 4 5 be no Re urredtion 


DT. Tay — 
ain, and — — 
the Apoll The Earth is but a lng 
Place to the Bodies of the Saints, they 
will be "raiſed, from thence . with un- 

ſpeakab hable Advanta e, free from Corrup- 
05 Death, Panel and glorious; 
xerefore there is ſufficient Foun- 
— he for this; Holy Triumph of the A- 
poſtle over Death, that formidable Enemy, 
— the de vouring Grave. ITis thought 
by Inter Nears that this is a Quotation 
of the Seprnapint's Verſion of thoſe Words 
in the Prophecy of Hoſea; O Death! I 
will. be thy Nlague; O Graze:! I will be 
2 DeſtraSlimm ; -but with a ſmall Varia- 
tion which affocts not the Senſe. The 
Xpoſtle makes) uſe of a Metaphor, taken 
ither-from: Spurs and. Fricks by which 
Oxen are driven, on rather from the Stings 
of Waſps and the like Creatures; from 
which ik you take the Sting they are the 
fame, but are not able to hurt . * Thus 


9 9 4 


8 A 977 

Ig Cor. I, 13114. 

v Haec ex Ofe, 13, 14 3 fant, & quident & ex Ver- 
Gone 70.” Cum inverſione Vocum, „e & X res, 70 
eg & 5 d ge; Ne. ſenſu codem qui hic eſt, 
verbis paylulum mutatis. Metaphora elt, five a ſtimulis, 
Juibus aguntur boves; vel potius ab Aculeis Veſparum aut 
hmilium Beſtiarum, quibus ſi demas Aculeum, ſunt illae 
dem, kd nocere non pollunt, Vid. Poli Suopſ. in loc. 


* 


the Sting being taken from Death, it can 
do no Injury to Men. In ſpeaking to 
the Words I ſhall endeayour to do theſe 
Things. 


- Firſt, SHE that Sin | is the 1 of 


Death. 


Secondly, TNHAT the Law is the 


Strength of Sin, 


Thirdh, THAT Sin, which is Death's 


Sting, is taken away. 


Fourthly, DEMONSTRATE that the 


Saints Victory over Sin, Death and 
the Grave, is the free Giſt of God. 


Fiftbly, TAAT this Conqueſt is 
through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Sixthly, OBSERVE that we are un- 
der Obligation to praiſe God on this 
Account, 


Firſt, I am to ſhew, That Sin is the 
Sting of Death, 


Man conſiſts of two Parts, Soul and 
Body, Spirit and Matter: Theſe are 
widely different in their Nature. The 


Soul ! is immaterial}, it is not made up of 


Parts, 
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6 The Believer's Triumph over Death, 
Parts, is inviſible, not ſubject to Corrup- 
tion and Mortality” © 2: ab 


Tus Body is indeed a moſt curious 


Frame, in the Formation of which the in- 
finite Wiſdom of God is wonderfully diſ- 
covered; but its Original is Duſt; and to 


that it naturally tends, as appears from 


God's 'Threatning to our firſt Parents after 


the Fall; Duft thou art, and unto Duſt 
thou ſhalt return e. In Man theſe two Parts, 
tho' ſo very diſtant in their Nature, are 


moſt nearly united, the Diſſolution of 
which Union is natural Death; tis of 
that the Apoſtle here ſpeaks. 


Six is any Want of Conformity to, or 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God, is evi- 
dent from the Apoſtle's Account of it; 
whoſoever finneth  tranſgreſſeth alſo the 
Law, for Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the 
Law *. lt was Sin that ſubjected the hu- 
man Nature to Mortality and Death ; for 
by one Man Sin entered into the Morld, 


aud Death by Sia, and ſo Death paſſed 
upon all Men, *p &, in whom all have 


ſinned ©, 
Tu E Bands and Ligaments which keep 


the Soul and Body together would never 


Gen. iii. 19, 7 I John iii. 4. Rom. pa 
ave 


* 
bs. 
" 
4 
* 
IX: 4 
be. 
- HW 
- "YG 
—_ 
*S 
2 
5 
5 
1 
T * 
. 
a 
gg 
% 
1 
BY, . 
"3 
hv 
Dy 
; 55 
5 
1 
in, 
. 2 
2 
* 
. 
"Y 
4 
N 
* 
85 
: 
- 
8 


My 
A 
* 
N 
3 
N 
9 
IN 
1 
J 
3 
1 
int; 
"wg 
1 
tes 
: Ne] 
2 
gg 
1 
0 
7 
LAT 
N 4. 
BY 
1 
55 
(Fol 
. 
Wa 
LAY 
ny | 
* 
7 
4 


The Believer s Triumph over Death. 7 
have been diſſolved, if Sin had not rent 
them aſunder ; that is the meritorious 
"Cauſe of Death. Hence, ſays the Apoſtle, 
the Wages of Sin is Death* ; it is the 
Sting of it alfo, Death receives all its 


Poiſon and Venom from this evil Root; 


that is it which arms it with Terror and 
renders it formidable ; when Death ap- 


proaches, and Guilt attends it, what inex- 


preſſible Horror and Anguiſh doth it raiſe 


in the Minds of Men ! Which Diſquietude 
is but the ſmall Beginning of an eternal 


Spring of Sorrow and Diſtrefs. That Sin 
is the Sting of Death thus appears. 


I. IT is that which makes Death a Curſe : 
In it ſelf it is not fo, when it is inflicted 
with relation to Guilt contracted, as the 


proper procuring Cauſe thereof, it is 4 


penal Evil, and a dreadful Curſe ; but 


without reſpect to Sin imputed, it has no- 


thing really injurious in it. Our Lord, in his 
Crucifixion and Death, was made a Curſe, 


as the Apoſtle aſſerts; Chriſt bath re- 


deemed us from the Curſe of the Law, 


being made a Curſe for us*, But then 


this was as he ſtood 1n the Sinners Place, 


and bore the Guilt 'of his People. The 


Saints are not exempted from the Stroke 
of that Enemy : What Man is he that 


Rom. vi. 23. * Gal, iii. 13, 


liveth 


8 The Peliever's Triumph over Deatd. 


liveth and fhall nut ſee Death? | Shall 


he deliver his Soul from the Hand of 
the Erase | notwithſtanding they are 
ſecure from its Curſe, to them it is not a 
Token of divine Vengeance and Wratls 
all things are theirs, whether Paul, o. 
Apollos, or Cephas, or the World, or Life, 
or Death, or things preſent, or things to 
come, all are theirs; for they are Chriſt i, 
and Chriſt is God's * it is to them an un- 
ſpeakable Advantage and glorious Pri- 
nnen 1 ank | 


II. Sz.Nn. deprives Men of Happiness 


after Death is executed upon them, it is 


that which ſecludes them from the Pre- 


ſence of God, the Company of bleſſed 
Angels and glorified Saints; this is the 


Bar which eternally keeps the Gates of 


Heaven ſhut againſt them, and for ever 
prevents their Admiſſion into that Place 
of perfect and everlaſting Bliſs, which 
Chriſt himfelf plainly teaches us; many 

will ſay to me in that Day, Lord, Lord, 
have wwe not prophefied in thy Name? 


and in thy Name have caſt out Devils? 


and In thy Name have done many won- 
derful Works. And then will J profeſs 
unto them, I never knew you, depart 
from me qe that work Iniqui y,. 


* Pſal. Ixxxix. 48. IC. iii. 21 224 23. 
* Matt. vii. 22, 23. 
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The Believer s Triumph over Death, 9 


III. Tris is the Weight that ſinks 
them into Hell, that Place of inconccive- 
able Horror and Torment, Here their 


Worm dieth nit, and the Fire is ut 


- 


eng | It is Sin that cauſes God to 
entence Men to. thoſe Regions of Black- 
neſs and Deſpair in which 7here will be 
wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth . And 


that it is which will for ever hinder their 
Releaſe from thence. 


IV. SIN draws down upon them the 
Vengeance of God. All Threatnings of 
divine Diſpleaſure immediately refer to 


the commiſſion of Sin; 'tis that which 
incurs the Anger of God, and for that 
only is his Fury poured forth upon any of 


his Creatures; he Lord Feſus ſhall be 


_ revealed from Heaven in flaming Fire, to 


take Vengeance; but it will be ſolely on 


ſuch that know not God, and that obey not 


the Goſpel of Chrift, who ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaſtins Deſtruction, from the 
Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glo- 


ry of his Power n. The Apoſtle, after 
the mention of various Sins, 1 e us, 


that for thoſe things ſake the Wrath of 
God cometh on the Children of Difobedi- 


ence*®. There is an awful Cup of Anger 


| Mark ix. 44. m Matt. xiii. 42, 
* 2 Thell, i. 7, 8, 9. 9 Col. iii. 6: 
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10 The Believer's Triumph over Death, 
in God's Hand for Sinners, but it is of their * 
| own filling up; they treaſure up Wrath a-. 
| gainſt the Day of Wrath e. It is the 
| Guilt that Men contract, which expoſes _ 
| them to the fierce Reſentments of an an- 
1 gry God. And therefore, What a dread- 
| ful Sting is Sin ? which is attended with 
3 ſuch Conſequences, 


Secondly, TH E Strength of Sin is the 

i Law, which, as I conceive, includes in it 
| all thoſe Duties that God hath injoined 
| | upon us in his Word; every Branch of 
| Holineſs -is referrible to the Law, and 
[| comes within the Compaſs of it. The 
4 Law 1s to be conſidered either as it is 
in the Hand of God, thus it is a Cove- | 
nant of Works, and has a Curſe annexed |! 
to the Bredch of it; or as it is in the 
Hand of the Mediator, thus it is not a | 
Covenant of Works, but a Rule of Obe- | 
dience ; in which Senſe the Saints are un- 

| der it, being not without Law to God, | 
but under the Law to Chriſt a. It is in | 
the former View that we are to take it 
here, the Lad is holy, and the Chmmaud- 
ment holy, juſt, and good © ; and therefore 
it doth not incourage Evil, or communi- 
cate Vigour and Strength to the Luſts of 


P Rom. ii. 5. 7 1. Cor. ix. 21. 
r Rom. vii, 12. 
Men; 
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The Believer's Triumph over Death. 11 


Men ; yet in ſome Senſe it is the Strength 
of Sin. 


I. I T is an Occaſion to it : The Heart 


of Man is full of impure and unlawful 
Deſires, theſe are ſtrictly forbid and re- 
ſtrained by the Law ; but Concupiſcence 
in Men is like to a Torrent of Water, 


that riſes and ſwells till it bears away all 


Oppolitioa which is made to its Flow ; 


or the Fire, which grows the more vehe- 


ment when it is pent up by the cold am- 
bient Air. Thus the Law is an accidental 


Cauſe or Occaſion of Sin; but not pro- 
_ perly, for it is wholly repugnant to all 
Evil; in this Senſe ſome think, it may be 
call'd the Strength of Sin. Parcus ob- 


ſerves, that “ Sin is irritated by the Law, 
and becomes the more ſinful ; the Fault 
is not the Law's, which forbids, re- 
proves, and condemns Sin ; but it is the 
Fault of our vicious Nature, which with 
the greater Violence is carried after that 


that 1s forbid, as an unruly Horſe leap- 


eth, and is the more head-ſtrong in that he 
is the more held in by ſharp Bits. 


f Peccatum per legem irritatur, & fit magis peccans ; non 
culpa Legis, quae peccatum prohibet, arguit, damnat ; ſed 
culpa Naturae vitioſae; quae majore impetu fertur in ve- 
titum: Sicut Equus eftrenis magis exultat & eſt refraQa- 
rius quo magis conſtringitur Lupatis. Pare. in loc. 
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12 The Believer's Triumph over Death, 


2. TH E condemnatory Power of Sin 
is lodged in the-Law : Hence' every Sin 
ſubjects us to its Curſe ; Curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are 
Written in the Book of the Law to do 
them. This condemning Power of Sin 
is univerſal, it is extended to all Men 
without Exception, conſidered in them- 
ſelves; Perſons of every Rank are ob- 
noxious to it, the Great and Noble as 
well as the Mean and Low, the Rich no 
leſs than the Poor. This Power of Sin 


to condemn is not to be diſputed, for it 


is ſupported by the Authority of God 


the ſupreme Judge, it is his awful Voice 


that pronounces the Curſe, nor is it a 
Power that is unjuſtly exerciſed; it 15 
a righteous thing with God to recom- 
penſe Tribulation *, to ſuch as fin againſt 
him. The Condemnation of a Sinner is 
ſtrictly equitable, becauſe he acts in di- 
rect Oppoſition to the revealed Will of 
God; no Exemption can poſſibly be ob- 
tained from it but by the free Grace 
of God through Chriſt, which the 
Pſalmiſt ſtrongly expreſſes; none can by 


any Means redeem his Brother, or give 


to God a Ranſom for bim; for the Re- 


t Gal. iii. 10. V.2 Theſe i. 6. 
demption 
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demption of their Soul is precious, and it 


ceaſeth for ever. 


Sof uſeful Obſervations may be 
drawn from hence. 


1. THAT it is impoſſible to attain 
Happineſs by the Works of the Law : 
There is not any Law given which 
doth not furniſh Sin with a Curſe ; all 


Men are corrupt, and unable perfectly to 


obey divine Precepts, and of Coniequence 


none can be juſtified by the Law. It is 


certain that that Law which condemns 
Sin, will never juſtify a Sinner, as fo 
conſidered ; but all Perſons are ſinful, 
and therefore by the Deeds of the Law 
(, a Law without the Particle, 7. e. 
any divine Law whatever) there ſhall 
no Fleſh be juſtified in his Sight, for by 
the Law is the Knowledge of Sin *. 


2. THE Law cannot ſubdue and con- 
quer Sin, it juſtly condemns every Sin, 
but its Office is not to ſubdue it; the 
Grace of God alone can do this. 80 
long as a Man is under the Law as a 


Covenant of Works, Sin retains its Ty- 
ranny and Dominion in the Heart; it 1s 


not the moſt dreadful Denunciation of 


Plat: xlix. 5; 6. * Rom. vi. 20. 


Wrath 
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14 Tue Believer's Triumph over Death. © 
Wrath againſt Evil, that will influence a 
Sinner to hate it; nothing leſs than a 
Diſcovery of free and ſovereign Grace, 
which is glorioutly diſplayed in the Par- 
don of Sin through Chriſt, can produce 
an Abhorrence of it: Hence, ſays the A- 
poſtle, Sin ſhall not have Dominion over 
you, for ye are not under the Law, 
but under Grace", © 


5 75 „ 
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3. THE Law is of Service to con- 
vince us of Sin, and inform us of its 
Conſequences: Jo this End the Spirit of 
God makes Uſe of it, he impreſſes its 
Precepts upon the Mind, and preſents its 
Threats to the View of a Sinner, to ac- | 
quaint him with his Sinfulneſs and Miſe- | 
ry upon which he dies. This Effect it 
produced in the Apoſtle, as he declares ; 
1 was alive without the Law once, 
but when the Commandment came Lin 
revived and I died *. Its Nature is to 
wound but not to heal ; the Curſes of it 
are as ſo many Arrows fixed in the 
Heart of a Sinner, which deeply pierce it, 
nor can any thing heal it but the Name 
| © N which is as Ointment poured 
: 7 2 ; | 


Y Rom. vi. 14. 
— Cantic, i. 55 


2 Rom vii, 9, 
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| The Believer's Triumph over Death. 15 


Thirdly, The Sting of Death is taken 


from it: O Death, where is thy Sting? 


this Mode of Expreſſion ſtrongly implies, 
that it is taken away. Here I ſhall 
obſerve, 


(1.) The Perſon by whom it is re- 
moved, and that is Chriſt: It was pre- 
dicted of him, that he ſhould fmiſh Tranſ- 
greſſion, and make an ond of Sin. A- 


greeable to which Old 'Teſtament-Pre- 


diction, the Goſpel aſſures us, that he has 


by himſelf purged away our Sins. Fohn 
the Baptiſt with Wonder beheld and ſpake 


of him as the Lamb of God, that took 
away the Sin of the World *. Sin was 
ſuch a Burden that none but himſelf could 
ſtand under, it would have ſunk any mere 
Creature into eternal Ruin ; if all created 
Power had centred in one Subject, yet 
this Man, or Angel, furniſhed with all 
this Strength, would have been infinitely 
unequal to that Load of Guilt which 


Chriſt bore, 


(2.) ALL Sin is taken away, no part 
of Death's Sting is left remaining : The 
whole Guilt which the Ele& of God con- 


v Dan, ix, 24. © Heb. i. z. d John i. 29. 
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16 The Believer 's Triumph over Death: 

tract was imputed to Chriſt; all zwe, like 
Sheep, have gone aſtray, we have turned 
every one to bis own May, and the Lord 
hath laid on him the Iniquities of «s 
all'; and therefore they are entirely ac- 
quitted by divine Juſtice, no Charge can 
be juſtly exhibited againſt them, and if any 
is, it will prove invalid, as is moſt evi- 
dent from that bold Challenge of the A- 
poſtle; Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
Charge of God's Elect? It is God that 
juſti ies, Who is he that condemneth ? It 
is Chrift that died, yea rather that is 
riſen again. Numerous Offences they 
commit againſt God, their Number vaſtly 
exceeds their Obſervation, and yet they 
are conſcious of ſo large a Multitude, that 


at ſome times they very much heſitate 
concerning the Remiſſion of them; but 


they are perfectly cleanſed from all their 


Stains. and Spots, by Chriſt's Blood, for 


the Blood of Feſus Chriſt cleauſeth them 
from all Sin“; none is to be found upon 
them as Perſons juſtified, ſo conſidered, 
they are as clear from Guilt as if they 
had never contracted any, which is very 
manifeſt from theſe Words; In thoſe Days, 
and at that time, ſaith the Lord, the 
Iniquity of Iſracl ſhall be ſought for, and 
there fhall be none ; and the Sins of Ju- 


<a. lik 6«: Nom. viii 33, 34 1 John: i. 7. 
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The Believer's Triumph over Death, 17 
dah, and they ſhall not be found, for 1 


will pardon them whom I reſerve ®. All 


their Crimes are carried at the greateſt 
Diſtance from their Perſons; hence are 
thoſe Words of the Church; as far as 


the Eaſt is from the Weſt, ſo far hath he 


removed our Tranſgreſſions from us *, 


(3.) SIN is taken out of God's Sight; 
it muſt be allowed in ſome Senſe, that 
God ſees no Sin in his People, ſince it 
is plainly declared in the divine Word ; 
he hath not beheld Iniquity in Jacob, 
neither bath he ſeen Perverfeneſs in II- 


_ rael*., This is not inconſiſtent with his 


Omniſcience, for we do not aſſert that the 


Sins of God's People are hid from the 
Eye of his Knowledge ; he 1s certainly 
acquainted with every Tranſgreſſion that 


any of his commit, and hates Evil in 


them no leſs than in others; but it is 


the Eye of his Juſtice that is intended, 


Which beholds them as all fair and 
without Spot, as waſhed in Chriſt's 


Blood, and clothed with his moſt perfect 
Righteouſneſs, 


I a» tempted to think, that ſome 
who have objected to the Removal of 


"Jer. I. 20. i pſal. ciii. 12. * Num. xxiii. 21. 
1 Cantic. iv. 7. 
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18 The Believer's Triumph over Death. 
all Sin out of God's Sight, muſt have 
wilfully miſtaken the Intention of ſuch 
as affirm and vindicate it, with an un- 
generous Deſign: to calumniate and tra- 
duce them, becauſe it is exprefly aſſert- 
ed -in the holy Scriptures, and doubtleſs 
is inſeparable from a perfect Juſtification 
of the Saints, through Chriſt 


Fourthly, Go p gives his People Victo- 
ry over Sin, Death, and the Grave: 
Here I ſhall conſider, ½, The Conqueſt 
they have over theſe Enemies; 24%, Ob- 
ſerve, That it is the Gift of God. 


1. THe Saints are Conquerors over 
all their Adverſaries, as the Apoſtle moſt 
clearly teaches us in thoſe exulting Words 
of his; Who ſhall ſeparate us from the 
Love of Chriſt? Shall Tribulation, on 
Diftrejſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or 
Nakedn?ſs, or Peril, or Sword : ( As it 
is written, for thy ſake we are killed 
all the Day long, we are accounted as 
Sheep for the Slaughter :) Nay, in all 
theſe things we are more than Conquerors 
through bim that loved us; for I am 
perſuaded that neither Death, nor Life, 
nor Angels, nor Principalities nor Powers, 
nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, 
nor Height nor Depth, nor any other 
Creature, Mall be able to ſeparate us 
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The Believer's Triumph over Death. 19 
from the Love of God which is in Chriſt 


Feſus our Lord ®. 


I. BELIEVERS are Victors over Sin, 
the moſt formidable Adverſary of their 
Souls; this bore the Sway in their Hearts, 
before Converlion it exerciſed Rule and Do- 
minion over them; it ſubjected them to the 
Maledictions of the Law, and expoſed them 
to the Anger of God, as in themſelves ; 
that 1s it which rendered them deſerving of 


eternal Death: But this cruel Enemy 1s 
conquered, condemned and deſtroyed, 


1.) Tua v are Conquerors over Sin as a 
uſurping Tyrant, its deſtructive Reign in 
their Hearts is taken away by omnipo— 

ent Grace, the Spirit of God dethrones 

in ay ;eneratic n; it is true, the Being 
oi continued in Belicvers, till Death; 
but it is de -prived of its reigning Power, 
for Grace reigns in the Soul in Oppoli- 
tion to Sin; that as Sin hath reigned unto 
Death, even ſo might Grace reign through 
Righteouſi reſs unto eternal Life, by Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord“; nor will it ever re- 
gain that Power which before it poſſeſ- 
ſed, how violently ſoever it may rage 
and ſwell, ſo long as the Saints are un- 
der Grace they are ſecure from the Reign 


Rom. viii. 35, 36, 37, 38, 39. Chap. v. 21 
B 2 of 
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20 The Beliecer's Triumph over Death. 


of Sin, which is the evident Import of 
theſe Words; Sin ſhall not have Do- 


minion over you, for ye are not under 
the Law but under Grace *. 


2.) THEY are above the Reach of 
its condemning Power: Hence, ſays the 
Apoſtle, T, here is therefore now no Cn. 
demmatiou io them that are in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; from this they are redeemed by 
Chriſt's Blood, and until that loſes its 
Virtue, or becomes of little Worth in 
God's Account, the Saints ſhall be ſecured 
from all Condemnation and Curie ; which 
it never will do: Chrift bath redeemed 


as from the Curſe of the Law, being made 
a Curſe od us . 


3.) THEy are raiſed above all Dan- 
ger of lying under the Conſequences of 
Sin after Death ; ſomething of which you 
have heard. Since Sin it elf is expiated 
there is no ground to fear its fatal Effects, 
tor Juſtification from it ſecures from all the 
penal Evils that attend it; as appears by 
theſe Words, being juſtified by his Blood, 
we ſhall be ſaved from Wrath through 
him". Divine Anger is not poured down 
upon any but for Sin, thoſe therefore to 


« Rom, vi. 14. P Chap. vili. 1. 
4 Gal. 11}, 13. 


„ Rom, v. 10. 
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The Pelicver's Triumph over Death. 21 


whom it is not imputed, have an eternal 
Security from God's Diſpleaſure. 


2. THE Saints have Victory over 
Death by Chriſt ; they are not exempted 
from its Stroke, but muſt ſubmit unto it, 


' Perſons of the greateſt Uſefulneſs in the 
Church, when they have done their Ge- 


neration- Work, muſt lie down in the ſilent 
Duſt ; our Fathers, where are they, and 


the Prophets, do they live for ever? 


But, bleſſed be God, Death hath loſt its 


Terror, tis deprived of its Sting, it can- 


not draw after it any hurtful Conſequences, 
which when the Believer views by Faith, 
he is not terrified at its neareſt Ap- 
proach ; no melancholy Apprehenſions a- 
riſe in his Mind, nor would he have this 
Enemy flacken its Pace, and delay to give 
the fatal Blow. Thus doth he beſpeak 
this King of Terrors: I am ſenſible tis 
in vain to think of withſtanding thy Ar- 
reſt, I am certain that my Soul muſt be 
rent aſunder from my Body, and enter 
into an unknown World, and that m 


flieſhly Tabernacle muſt be diſſolved and 
crumbled into Duſt; the Thought of 


which ſtrikes me with no manner of 
Dread, for I am comfortably perſuaded, 
that 1 ſhall only die to eternally live in 


Zech. 1 f. 
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22 The Beliecer's Triumph over Death. 


the immediate Preſence of my heavenly 
Father and gracious Redeemer, which is 
a Happineſs that infinitely exceeds my 
molt extended Ideas ; and that my Body 
ſhall certainly be delivered fron: thy 
Power, be raiſed immortal, never 
feel the Weight of thy coli Hand any 
more. I therefore welcome thee as my 
Friend, and wiſh not thy Departure : 


The chillneſs of my Blood, the lowneſs 


of my Pulſe, and dimneſs of my Eyes, 
are not in the leaſt diſagreeable to me. 
He looks upon this Enemy Death, with 
a pleafant Countenance, and joyfully re- 
ceives it with open Arms. To ſee 3 
Belicver thus depart, is, in my Opinion, 
the moſt glorious Prof dect that can be be- 
held on this fide Eternity... 


3 The People of God arc Conquerors 
over the Grave, the Earth is to be a 
Reccptacle for the Bodies of the Saints 
till the Time of the Reſurrection. Hence 
Job fays, I kniw that thou wilt brings 
me to Death, and to the Houſe ap- 
pointed for all living *®, But they ſhall 


be raiſed from thence by the almighty 


Power of God ; their Duſt is ſecurely 
kept by the watchful Eye of God upon 
it, he will collect its ſcattered Particles, 


and 
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and frame their Bodics ſpiritual and im- 


mortal, make them capable of eternal 


Duration; the Lord will change this 
wile Body that it may be faſhioned like 
unto Chriſt's glorious Body, according to 
the Working whereby he is able even to 


ſubdue all Things to himſelf *, Then 


will Death be ſwallowed up in Victory. 

Thus it appears that the Saints are Con- 
querors over all their ſpiritual Adverſa- 
ries, and have ſufficient Reaſon to tri- 
umph in the View of Death. 


2440, THIS Victory is not obtained 
by them, but it is the free Gift of 
God ; which is very evident from theſe 
Things. 


(.) Gop's Will to remit Sin is vo— 


juntary, free, and ſovereign; it was not 


influenced by any external Motive; his 
Determination to forgive the Offences 
of his People ariſes wholly from his 
good Pleaſure, nothing in them induces 
him to it; neither is the divine Will 
moved to this gracious Act by Chriſt's 
Death. God did not firſt will that his 
Son ſhould die, and then reſolve to pardon 
Sin; but, on the contrary, he firſt deter- 
mined not to impute Sin to his Elect, 


u Phil. ii. 21. 


and 
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24 The Believer s Triumph over Death. 


and then fixed upon the Death of Chriſt * 


as the only Way in which the Honour 
of his Law, and the Glory of his Juſtice 
might be ſecured in their Diſcharge ; di- 
vine Favour is not the Effect, but the 
Cauſe of Chriſt s Suffering for us, as he 
himſelf hath taught us; God ſo loved 
the Iforld, that he gave bis only be- 
gotten on, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
; $3 i; 


(2.) Ir was infinite Love that gave 
Chriſt for us, our Forgiveneſs is the 
Purchaſe of a Redeemer's Blood; taken 
in that View it is an Act of Juſtice ; 
whom God hath ſet forth to be à Pro- 
pitiation, through Faith in his Blood, 
to declare bis Righteonfneſs for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins that are paſt, through 
the Forbearance of God, to declare, I 

ſay, at this time his Righteouſneſs : 
That he might be juſt, i, e. appear to 
be juſt, and the Fuſtifier of him which 
believeth in Feſus . It is alſo an Act 
of free, rich, and glorious Grace, the 
Price that is paid for our Redemption 
is ſo far from being incompatible with 
the Freeneſs of it, that it is a greater 
Illuſtration thereof than if we had been 


John iii. 16. * Rom, iii. 25, 26. 


pär- 


The Believer's Triumph over Death, 25 
pardoned without any Satisfaction by a 
Surety, becauſe free Love provided the 
b Sponſor, and paid the Debt for us, It 
is a Commendation of divine Goodneſs 
towards us, z that while wwe were yet 
Sinners Chriſt died for us”. To us 


our Salvation is altogether as free as if 
both Law and Juſtice had been wholly 


neglected in the Affair. In Chriſt we 
bade Redemption through bis Blood, the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, according to the Riches 
of God's Grace. 


3.) God juſtifies us in a Way of 
free Grace; being juſtified by his Grace, 
we are mads Heirs according to the 
Hope of eternal Life *, the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt is our Title to everlaſting 
Life, tis that only can ſecure us from the 
ſecond Death. This is the free Gift 
of God to us, and is an Inſtance of inſi- 
nite Love; God juſtifies ns freely by his 
Grace, through the Redemption that is iu 
Jeſus Chriſt ®. 


* 


his gracious Donation; we are wholly 
unable to do any thing which may pro- 


Rom. v. viii. *-Eph. . Tie 1. 7. 
d Ron. iii. 24. 
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4) HEAVEN and eternal Glory is 
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26 The Believers Triumph over Death, 


cure us a Right to future Happineſs, if 
we muſt be kept from Heaven till we 
recommend our Perſons to the divine 
Regard by the Obſervance of the Law, 
we ſhall never come there. The Crown 
of Glory deſigned for the Saints is not 
won by them, but freely given to them. 
As Death is the Wages of Sin, ſo e- 


ternal Life is the Gift, y4cope, the 


free Gift of God, through roy Lord 
Teſus Chriſt 5, the Saints will live and 
reign with him ſor ever, as Conquerors 
over Sin, Death, and the Grave ; but 
not by Virtue of what they have done : 
All their Felicity ſprings merely from 


undemerited Goodneſs, Hence are thoſe 5 


Words of our Lord, Fear not, little Þlock, 


for it is your Father's good. Pleaſure fg 
give you the Kingdom *. 


Fifthly, Wx have this Conqueſt through 


Chriſt, he only fought our Battle, and 


ſlew our Enemies. As this W ictory is a 
free Gift of immenſe Favour, it is the 


Purchaſe of Blood, the way in which 


Chriſt obtained it is really ſurprizing. 


1. Ht took Sin upon him, all the 
Sins of all the Elect of God were a- 


C-* Rom. vi. 23: * Luke Xii. 32. 


maſſed 
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The Believer's Triumph over Death. 27 
maſſed together, and laid upon him, a// 
we like Sheep have gone aſtray, we have 
turned every one t6 his own way, and 
' the Lord hath laid en him the Tni- 
 quity of us all. In himfelf he was 
pure and innocent, free from any Stain 
or Pollution; he did no Sin, neither 
was Guile found in his Mouth; that 
of all things was moſt hateful to him, 
and yet, in order to condemn, conquer, 
and deſtroy it, he muſt bear it. I'his 
was a Weizht which would have ſunk 


an Angel into the loweſt Hell, Chriſt 


alone could ſand under, and carry ic 
into an eternal Oblivion. 


2. IN him Sin was condemned, for 
what the Law could not doin that it Ws 
weak threuoh the Fleſh, God ſending his 
own Son in the Likeneſs of fonful Hieb 
and for Sin condemned Sin in the Fleſh *. 
'The whole Curſe demerited by ir, was 
inflicted on it in the Believers Sure ty; 
the fierce Threatnings of the Law arc 
not in vain though Sinners are pardoned, 
for they were all poured down upon 
Chrilt, as bearing the Guilt of his Peo- 


pic. Oh! amazing indeed ! that the mot. 
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28 The Beliecer's Triumph over Death. 

holy and bleſſed Perſon, he from whom 
all Bleſſings temporal, ſpiritual, and eter- 
nel flow, ſhould be made Sin and a 
Curſe. 


2. HE bore the Wrath of God a- 
gainſt Sin; What a Cup of Anger muſt 
the Sins of the Elect fill up! This was 
put into Chriſt's Hand by his Father, he 
readily reccived it, and freely drank it, 
God acted towards Chriſt as one charge- 
able with Guilt, having his People's up- 
on him; Sin could not be imputed to 
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3 him without his undergoing the whole 
14 Penalty demerited by it: As God did 
14 not with-hold his Son from ſuffering for 
14 the Guilty, he did not make him any 
If Abatement of what Law or Juſtice might 


have demanded of the Perſons in whoſe 
Place and Room he ſtood ; be ſpared 
not his own $0, but delivered him up 
for us all”, The Father withdrew from 
him when on the Croſs, which cauſed 
him to fay, My God, my God, why haſt 
t Hou forſaken mes? Ihe thick Cloud of 
our Sins interpoſed between God and 
Chriſt, and hid his ſmiling Countenance 
from him; God ſmote and wounded him 
with the Sword of Sin-avenging Jultice ; 


i Ren. Viik $5, 1 Pſal, xxii. 1. 
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| Croſs", Sin ſubjected us to Death, ac- 
cording to the Law, and therefore it 
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awake, O Sword, againſt my Shepherd, 

and againſt the Man that is my Fel- 

how, ſmite the Shepherd ©, was the aw- 

fil Language of God. Chriſt ſuffered | 
from the Hands of Men and Devils, but | 
infinitely more from the Hand of his Fa- 
ther; it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, 

he bath put him to Grief * ; his incon- 

ceivable Wrath flowed into the Soul 

of Chriſt, and moſt deeply affected 

him, 


4. HE ſubmitted to Death, the pain- 
ful and ignominious Death of the Croſs : 
Hence the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it in this 
emphatical manner, he became obedient 
unto Death, even the Death of the 


was neceſlary that Chriſt, in making Sa- 
tisfaction for our Offences, ſhould ſuf- 


fer this Part of the Penalty due there- 
to, | 


F. CHRIST was laid in the Grave, 
his Body was committed to the Ground ; 
he made his Grace with the Wicked, 
and with the Rich, in bis Death“; 


* Zech ui 7. | Tfa. liii. 10. 


but 


l a n — — 
a _ r : - 1 „ — 
. 2 = 2 — 2 _ oa — 
* n : * a — 5 — . — ere + 
. 1 rr err 3 — 2 — 2 2 . a — — wrt 
y N a — 8 — — 
= = he 2 — . * 


2 
N= — — — PIG — — 
rr — — 2 _- = receding 
r . ß — * 


* e ** — — Mw 


e e 
=. + 


30 The Believer's Triumph over Death. 
but it was preſerved from Corruption 
there; his Soul was not left in Hell, 
nor did this Holy One ſee Corruption *, 
He who had a proper Right to Heaven, 
was for a time ſhut up in the dark 
Confines of the Earth, and cncompaſled 
with Duft. Tis true, it was not for a 
long Continuance, becauſe it was impotl;- 
ble he ſhould be retained under the Power 
of Death. 5 


W have taken a ſhort View of | 
Chriſt in his Sufferings, or as ſubmit= | 


ting to the Enemies which he under- 


took to conquer. Let us now behold 
him in his Triumph over them all. 


Firft, HE roſe from the dead as a 
compleat Victor over Sin, Death, and 
the Grave. By dying he was the Death 
of Sin, and overcame Satan that had the 
executive Power of it ; had he not ful- 
ly ſatisfied for the Sins of his People, he 
would have been held by the Bands of 
Death; but God being perfectly recon- 
ciled, and having no farther Demand to. 
make, difpatched a Meſſenger of Juſtice 
from Heaven to honourably ſet free the 


impriſoned Body of Jeſus: A ſhining Se- 


v Pal, xvi. io. 
raph 
oy 


S 

Type Believer's Triumph over Death. 3 1 
raph deſcends at the Command of God, 

and rolls away the Stone from the Mouth 
of the Sepulchre in which our Lord was 
interred . An evident Proof was this, 
that he had finiſhed our Redemption. 
As the Battle he fought was none of 
his own, but his People's, the Victory 
he has gained is theirs; they were con- 
ſidered in him in his triumphant Reſur- 
rection from the Dead, 7hey were raiſed 
up together, and are as ſecure from a 
Charge of Sin and everlaſting Death as 
| Chriſt himſelf is, who, as he is raiſed 
| from the Dead, dieth no more, Death 
hath no more Dominion over him. And 
becauſe he lives, the Saints ſhall live 
alſo. DP 


 Secondiy, H x is aſcended in Triumph 

to Heaven, Haring ſpoiled Principalities 

and Powers, he made a Shew then 
openly, and triumphed over them . Sa- 

tan and all the internal Spirits were led 
captive by him in his Aſcenſion to Glo- 

TY. thou baft led Captioliy C joe 3 
Iand this as the Repreſentative of his 


| People. So that they may be aſſured of 
| a perfect Deliverance from Sin, and that 
p Matt. xx ili. 2. | 1 Eph. ii. 6; 
F Rom, vi. 9. n Fla. xv iii. 
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Satan cannot deſtory them; as 4 roar- 


ing Lion he walketh about ſeeking whom 


he may devour * ; but we may depend 
upon it, that he will never be permit- 
ted to devour thoſe on whoſe Account 


Chriſt engaged with, and conquered 


him, 


Thirdly, CurxIsT its at the Right 


Hand of God: Ihen he had by himſelf 
purged away our Sins, be for ever ſat 


down at the Right Hand of the Majeſty 


on high *. The Father thus glorified 


the Son upon his compleating the Work 


that he undertook. And this Honour 
is conferred upon him as the Head of 
his Saints, for they are raiſed up toge- 
ther, and made to fit together in ha- 
wenly Places, in Chriſt *. He is gone to 
Heaven as their Forerunner, and they 
ſhall as certainly follow him as they are 
now ſet down in him; "tis his Will 
that they thould, nor can the Father in 
Juſtice deny it; Father, I will that they 
alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with 
me where I am, that they may behold 
my Glory which thou haſt gicen me, 
for thou lovedſt me before the Founda- 


i Pet. v. 8. 
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* Eph, ii. 6. 
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tion of the World *. Thus it is evident, 
that the Believers Conqueſt over Sin, 


Death, and the Grave, was obtained by 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


Sixthly, WE are under the greateſt 


Obligation to praiſe God for this Victory 


which may include theſe Things. 


1. AN hearty Acknowledgment that 
we were utterly unable to conquer theſe 


our potent Enemies, It was abſolutely 
out of our Power to defend our ſelves 


from the fatal Conſequences of Sin, that 
would have involved us into the blackeſt 
Horror and Deſpair, and have drew 
down upon us the infinite Anger of 
God. Nor were we capable to with- 
ſtand and conquer Death, that terrible 


Adverſary, unleſs we are ſenſible of our 


Inability to ſuccour our ſelves, the Vic- 


tory we enjoy will not be properly va- 


lued by us, we ſhall not aſcribe that 
Glory to God for it, which it demands 
at our Hand. 


2. THAT we were as unworthy of 
God's giving us this Victory, as we 
are unable to obtain for our ſelves : 


Jobn xvii, 24. 
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we deſerve nothing but Wrath from 


God, becauſe our Hearts are impure, full 
of Sin and Enmity to him; our Con- 
duct is diſagreeable to his Law, we 
have been guilty of many open and di- 


rect Breaches of it; in no Action are we 


perfectly conformable to it, in many things 
we fend all*. If therefore he ſhould 
treat us according to our Demerit, we muſt 
eternally lie under his awful but righteous 
Vengeance, OLE 


3. To admire and adore his free Love, 


Which gives us this Victory. God is 


reſolved upon the Honour of his Grace, 


he will not ſuffer its Glory to be leſ- 


ſened or eclipſed, his grand Deſign in 
ſaving Sinners, is to exalt it to the high- 
eſt Pitch; it is to the Praiſe of the 


Glory of his Grace*. Nor will he ever 


raiſe a Soul to Heaven who will not 
readily allow it to be an Act of unde- 
merited Goodneſs, all boaſting is as ef- 
fectually prevented in his People, as their 


Happineſs is eternally ſecured. 


4. To readily allow that the Whole of 
this Victory is from God. The Deſign 


was formed by him in his everlaſting 


Z James lll, 2. Eph. z. 5. 
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Counſels, and the Method of gaining it 
is entirely his Contrivance; no Crea- 
ture could ever have thought of the 
Way in which it is accomplithed, his 
Power was exerted to effect it; all cre- 
ated Strength would have proved inf 


nitely unequal to it. To imagine a Crea- 
ture might contribute to it, 1s a baſe 
Detraction from divine Honour: 


J. To live as thoſe who have a true 
Senſe of the Conqueſt obtained, which is 
to act to the Glory of God, who ſaved 
us when ſinking into eternal Ruin, de- 
livered us out of the Hands of our Ene- 


mies, and placed us far above their 


Reach, we are certainly under Obliga- 
tion, whether we live to live to the 
Lord, or whether we die to die to the 


Tord This is the Judgment which 


we ought to form, that if one died for 
all, then were all dead, that they which 
live ſhould not henceforth live wnto 
themſelves, but unto bim that died for 


them © . 


Lafth. SINCE Chriſt is the Perfan 
who wrought this Victory for us, let 
him ſhare in our Praiſes; Can the Saints 


b Rom, xiv. 8. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15; 


E 3 re · 


— 


refaſe him this Honour 2 when they con- 
ſider what a Load of Guilt he bore, 
and dolerous Sufferings he went through; 
that he was made Sin and a Curſe, lay 
under his Father's Vengeance, and ſuf- 
fered Death for them ; I ſay, Can they 
refuſe him this Honour? Surely, no. 


1 BEG leave to obſerve here, that 
the Perſcn whoſe Death occaſioned this 
Diſcourſe, diſcovered a juſt Senſe of his 
own Unworthineſs, and Chriſt's great 
Goodneſs, In his laſt Affliction, a few 
Days before his Departure, he ſaid to 
me, and a Friend who went with me to 
viſit him, That he had ſometimes thought 
be chili endure any Sufferings for Chriſt, 


or Death it ſelf; but that he found his 


Heart to be deceitful above all things. 


That under fharp Pains be could not 


forbear to complain, jet, ſays he, not of 
G, but 70 God. Under the exquiſite 
Pain that attended him, as I am informed, 
many ſweet Exprefiions dropt from him, 
ſuch as theſe: 5 . 


It is appeinte4 for Men once to dis, 
bit what is Death, or the Sufferings 
of this' Life, to the Torments of Hell, 
which, bleſled be God, for Chriſt, 1 am 


delivered from. At other Times he ex- 


T. © 


preſſed 
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| preſſed himſelf thus: hat are the Af. 
flictions that I bear, to the Sufferings 
of my dear Redeemer? and declared the 
Steadineſs of his Faith in God, as his 
God, to his Daughter, in theſe Words: 
God has been a God and Father to 


me all my Days, and I am ſatisfied 


he will be a Goa and Father to you 


and yours. 


I T has been obſerved by ſome Friends 
among whom he uſed to exerciie his 
Gift in Prayer, that of late he has im- 


proved in Ferovency, and Spirituality in 


hat religious Duty. 


TI MAKE no doubt but that as he is 
removed from the Church Militant on 
Earth, he is taken to the Church Tri— 
umphant in Heaven, and is now perpe- 
tually engaged in the Celebration of the 
Redeemer's Praiſe, with the reſt of the 
Saints above who'thus expreſs their Gra- 
titude to him for Redemption from Sin. 
Unto him that bath loved us, and waſhed 
us from our Sins in his own Blood, and 


hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto 


God and his Father, to him be Glory 
and Dominion for ever and ever. A- 
mette---- TE „„ 
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